[Spinal extradural angiolipoma: a case report].
This 60-year-old man had been well until four years prior to admission, when he developed slowly progressive weakness of the lower extremities. On admission he was found to have a spastic paraparesis, sensory disturbance below the level of T10 and mild sphincter dysfunction. Conventional myelography and CT myelography demonstrated an epidural mass located from T5 to T8 vertebral level. MRI revealed that the epidural mass was fusiform and markedly enhanced by the contrast medium. Laminectomy was performed and a fibrous tumor red in color was subtotally removed. Histological findings were consistent with those of angiolipoma. Angiolipoma is a rare tumor in the central nervous system and is regarded as a clinical entity different from a spinal lipoma. Occurrence of angiolipoma in the central nervous system has been reported in 40 cases in the world literature. Thirty nine cases of them occurred in the spinal canal, especially in the dorsal epidural space of the thoracic region. The fusiform shape demonstrated in this case might also be characteristic of angiolipoma in this region.